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Martin Luther’s 95 Theses, shook %&60%&@«&0% 06 Catholic
control, of dw}l‘o@g Qowmn&w,drww. W%%WO& dw,o)w»ﬁng
press, his il srcac thcusgh the Enupine and btvacted the
albention of many sympathetic nobles. The conflicts, befween
Lutherans and, Catholics in the sixteenth centuny wene settled, by the
Peace of Augsburg, which set as the vule, “Whoever reigns, his
seligion,” giving local ulers, the choice between. the Lubheran and,
Catholic faiths within their principalifies. The Thirty Years’ War
6@@MM1618%@W&06 tensions, befween the C«ﬂﬂw@w&tw&hduﬁ
06 ﬁﬂw%o@g QOWWMM%MM% Bohemia (Mw@mnefwa
ngﬂb QW&’L), WM wah ﬂw&vu@g Protestant. 7%&19 mewhfa
came fo wW«é%WD%Mmﬁonoé P’mgow, in which
Bohemian Protestunts threw Catholic messengers out of o seventh
&ﬁoh,g window.

CONTEXTUALIZATION is very
detailed, leaving no room for
the reader to ask whether this
point is to be earned or not.

The Thirty Years’ Wan was, primanily o religious conflict within the
%o@g Poma//uermf,wo but {J@C%WL&JZOW after the infervention of
Sweden and France, who saw %wmmmo’%wm@mﬁg to weaken

the Habsburg monarchy.

A THESIS is present that
makes a historically defensible
claim supported by a line of
reasoning.

The Thirty Years' War began as a religious wan. In the earlly
seventeenth, ou«ﬁmla % coné@wﬁ ahobe Gtﬁwmﬁﬂw%o% Romian
Emporon and the Profestant leaders, of Bohemia negarding the
liberty of the @owﬁfﬁﬁafaﬁa)nﬁo practice Protestantism. i an open
Cetter, bo the Protestants in Bohemia, Emperor Matthias assured his
subjects, that he had no infention of nesthicting Protestunt liberties in
BOWMM% had no reason to rebel, (Doc 1). Tﬂuodw)\f,ou
06 ﬁﬂlmodame&&%wmeo ge@%&BoﬂWm‘Mﬁ,fwﬂw wmavdu\%g
avming themsebves fior warn — o calm down. However, they had
M to worhy about once Matthias wa/&w,ccwﬂa@ég Ferdinand,
wﬂw fwvokeo@ Protestant &Iwuﬂwx once ﬂw éook oveh ah Qw#lewm. In
nesponse to Fordinand taking the throne, Bohemian Profestants
formed the Bohemian Federation, which swone to defend, Protestant

rights and to renounce llegiance to the Holy Roman €mperon i

A TOPIC SENTENCE is
presented, making it clear that
this paragraph will address the
war’s origins.

DOC 1 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.

PURPOSE (POV+)

A small amount of OUTSIDE
EVIDENCE is presented - not
necessarily enough to earn the
point on its own merit.

DOC 2 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.
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Profestant rights were not respected (Doc 2). The Bohemian phase of
the Thirty Yeans’ War was fought primarily in Bohemia and
nesulbed, in an oveswhelming victory for the Catholic axmies of the
%069 Roman etw#ww BM% Caﬁﬂw&oahm,w& W%?Mmf/&
who sought fo re-Catholicige Profestants, in the Holy Roman €mpine.
A Jesuit ofhicial noted resisfance from local authoniies and also
that he ugoguﬂ dwduff,ohﬁ 06 the govmwwuﬂ 06 the }r‘o(@g Roman
eiw#@i)w (Docj). 7%,& 905mﬁ aclivifies i//uf%e}t‘oeg Pomm&w#@i)w
were consisfent with, the mission 06 %QM Orden, which was
60(41\»&1, (79 9@Mﬁ¢w& 06 Logo&, in onden o M—Caﬂﬂw&wja aneas, that
had fallen info the “heresy” of Protestantism.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT for
Doc 2 (POV+)

DOC 3 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.

NOTE: ALL documents in this
paragraph support the
argument that the 30YW began
as a local, religious conflict.

POINT OF VIEW /
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
(POV+)

M@v oééﬂwing the wa/& 06 the Proteslants (79 the Catholic anmies
of ﬁﬂw%o@g Roman €Mf,¢')w, QMWVMMWMA/ of Sweden
infervened, on {JM 06 the Protestants. His motives wmfmwmm@
neligious, but he had some poliical mofives, as well. Jn o Cetfer to
the Protestant electon of Brandenburg, Gustavus claimed that he
sought not his, own advantage, but to kuf/ the Protestant religion
from being abolished in the Holy Roman €mpire; however, he did
Mktww%& that he was concerned, aboul, ﬁﬂwuw)uflg 06 his
kingdor (Doc 4). As a foreign suder infervening in  civil war in
another country, if was important that Gustavus make his motives
Cook mwmdaowlr&w that he would not be seen as an
OHQOW. QMWVMA,MWWA,, known as. the “Father of Modern
Warfare,” achieved several victories wih his sthategies that made
wse of mobile srtilleny on the battlefield, but he was killed, in battle.
Abter his, death, o confidential account of a meeting befween his
llies, staked that his, inbentions had, been to liberate Protestants who
were being oppressed as well as bo keep his kingdom's inferests, in the
Baltic ugwnwéa (Doc 5). Since this account, was a confidential,
necord, of a meeling befween allies, i should be seen as reliable, but
Aince @uAf{w%%Wn@ wap dead, he was unable to Af,mk for
himselh negarding his, own infentions. 9 should be noted that, to
varying degrees, the confidential account of the meeting befween
SWMMBWMW wap consiskent with Guatavus’ leflen to the
€lector of Brandenburg since both mentioned that he had, tuwo
muotives: defending Protestuntism and secuning Sweden’s inferests —
Gusbavus focused on the formenr, in his, lebler, bub did, mention the
Caten.

A TOPIC SENTENCE is
presented, making it clear that
this paragraph will focus on the
motivations of Gustavus
Adolphus.

DOC 4 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.

POINT OF VIEW (POV+)

Another sentence containing
OUTSIDE EVIDENCE is
presented — not necessarily
enough to earn the point on its
own merit.

DOC 5 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.

POINT OF VIEW (POV+)

COMPLEX UNDERSTANDING
is demonstrated by showing
corroboration between Doc 4
and Doc 5




The final phase of the Thirty Years’ Wan was, increasingly polifical,
ws France — a C«fﬂw&x/wuﬂ% - goﬁmyo@vw@onéﬂw&w@&oé the
Profestants, with no religious prefext, whatsoeven. France had,
Wlﬂlg been ﬂﬂkugﬂb i own Wars 06 Q@@igwn}, MAuffmq in ifs
govvmn/wnﬁ (wmg dominafed, [79 F&W —[PJLOJZ& wﬂw caned, mone
n(muﬁfo&ﬁw than about religion. In w polifical, carfon by Jean
Gagnicre, Cardinal Richeliew, the Fost Minister of France, is
depicted persecuting Protestants, in France while Catholic Spain and
Austhia — GO%M% M&éu)tqd,— waﬁcMmM(Doc 6).
Richeliew believed that France's inferests were best served by
infervening on the side of the Profestants because that would weaken
the Mubsburgs and strengthen France's position in €unope. The
?MWVWWWMMM@M, Mh@ to %P@m& 06
Westphatia. in 1648. The Peace of Westphalia, quaranteed, the rights
of Protestants, in the Holy Roman €mpire — including Calvinists, in
addition to Lutherans, who MM Gunfméuﬁw@—m»@aﬁo
weakened, the Habsbung monanrchy's control over, the Holy Roman
Empire. Profestant areas, such as Switgerfand and the Netherlands,
wene granfed, freedom from Hubsburg control. Facedom of private
woMju'f/ wad m@w gumh&w@ meﬂw%o% Roman QV\f,«)w 7&1&4@04%
was ot veny happy about these changes and declared them null and
vod%wmwmwmﬂo the treaty (Doc 7).

A TOPIC SENTENCE is
presented, making it clear that
this paragraph will focus on the
political nature of France’s
intervention.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT is
presented for Doc 6 (POV+)

DOC 6 is accurately described
and supports the topic
sentence.

OUTSIDE EVIDENCE is
presented in a thorough
account of the French phase of
the Thirty Years’ War in
multiple sentences.

DOC 7 is accurately described
- possibly argumentative but it
doesn’t need to be since six
others have been.

The Thirty Years' War began as areligious conflict in the Holty
QOWWLMCOM&J be WwAfflg aﬁouﬁvfi@‘wn, but the
inferventions, 06 SWMM?WMPMM& the
wm—mfmdﬂa with Catholic ?WMM with the Protestants.

THESIS RESTATED without
looking back at the original
thesis. If it didn't get credit the
first time, maybe the second
attempt will get credit.

NOTE: Even the best essays
don’t require a “conclusion”
paragraph.

If you have scored this essay professionally and would like to offer criticism
or feedback, please do! I welcome any opportunity I can to improve these

sample essays.

Feel free to contact me through my website with any suggestions or to
discuss this further. If you wish, you are welcome to submit feedback
anonymously (a name and email are required on the form, but they don't

have to be real).
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